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Agricultural Weather Highlights - Tuesday - October 23, 2001
C In the West, mild, dry weather is promoting fieldwork in California and the Southwest.  Across the

Northwest, beneficial showers are boosting topsoil moisture for winter wheat establishment, but long-term
drought continues to limit subsoil moisture and reservoir supplies.

C On the Plains, beneficial precipitation (rain, freezing rain, and snow) is spreading across northern areas, but
cold weather is slowing winter wheat development.  Warm weather favors wheat emergence and
establishment elsewhere in the region, except on the southern High Plains, where warm, breezy, dry
conditions are increasing stress on pastures and fall-sown grains.

C In the Corn Belt, locally heavy showers and thunderstorms are causing renewed harvest delays east of the
Mississippi River.  Meanwhile, drier air is overspreading the western Corn Belt, following yesterday’s
widespread showers.

C In the South, locally heavy showers linger across southern Florida.  Elsewhere in the region, warm, dry
weather favors summer crop harvesting and winter wheat planting.  Although soil moisture is abundant west
of the Appalachians, dry conditions are hampering wheat establishment from the Mid-Atlantic region
southward into Georgia.

Outlook: A strong cold front, accompanied by widespread precipitation, is forecast to cross the Plains and
Midwest by mid-week.  Cold, dry weather will overspread much of the U.S. by week’s end.  Mild weather is
forecast to continue, however, in the Southwest, while showers may linger across southern Florida and the
Pacific Northwest.  The NWS 6-10 day outlook for October 28 - November 1 calls for a return to mild weather
from the Mississippi Valley westward, while cool conditions are forecast to persist in the East.  Below-normal
precipitation is forecast nationwide, except in the Northwest, where beneficial showers are expected to continue.

Contact: Brad Rippey, Agricultural Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB, Washington, D.C. (202-720-2397)


